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TEQUESTA
The third issue of Tequesta, The Journal of the
Historical Association of Southern Florida, appeared while our last number was in press. The issue
was edited by Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau of the University of Miami, with an advisory editorial board
of Gaines R. Wilson, Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
Dr. Robert E. McNicoll, and Leonard R. Muller.
While war conditions have reduced its size, the high
quality of former numbers is maintained.
The leading article, about half of the issue, “Beginnings in Dade County’’by Frederick M. Hudson,
is ideal material for a regional periodical. Professor
Charles M. Andrews * of Yale University, who gave
our own readers the story of Jonathan Dickinson
last year, contributed “The Florida Indians of the
Seventeenth Century.” There is part two of “The
Administrative System in the Floridas, 1783-1821”
by Professor D. C. Corbitt, who also is well-known
to our readers through his contributions to this
Quarterly. And there is reprinted from the Miami
Metropolis of July 3, 1909 “Pioneer Women of Dade
County” by Mary Barr Monroe.
Beginnings in Dade County

Mr. Hudson, an old resident of Miami and a president of the Florida State Senate (1909), has made
extensive research into all available sources for the
history of the Miami region since the county was
created, especially in the records now in the Florida
State Library, and has gleaned numerous interesting facts little known or long forgotten.
The county was established in January 1836, a
month to the day after the Dade massacre-hence
the name. From then on Mr. Hudson records, in as
much detail as the limited material extant allows,
* Professor Andrews died on September 9, last.
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the noteworthy happenings, conditions, and men of
the area.
Contemporaneous, as well as present-day, interest
in all of these is out of all proportion to the exceedingly sparse population, for on its creation “it did
not possess men enough in its entire population to
form a grand and petit jury.” The only settlement
was the proposed county seat of Indian Key where
there were four families, and half a dozen years
later this place was “totally deserted.” The jury
deficiency was remedied by an act providing that
jurors from both Dade and Monroe counties might
be summoned for service in either one.
The first important character of Mr. Hudson’s
narrative is Richard Fitzpatrick whom he “acclaims
as Father of Dade County.” Fitzpatrick was president of the Florida Territorial Legislative Council
in 1836. He was probably a resident of Key West
at the time “though later he lived in the new County.” He was a member of the St. Joseph constitutional convention and was a leader in the fiercest
fight there, that on the banks of the Territory, in his
opposition to the drastic regulations put upon them.
Later he “appears in another role. In pursuance
of an appointment by Governor Call, he proceeded
to the Island of Cuba to purchase bloodhounds for
the purpose of employing them against the Seminoles.” No other matter concerning Florida in that
period raised such widespread protest in the North.
But the sharp criticism sprung from a misapprehension. Notwithstanding their name and looks,
bloodhounds are among the most harmless of dogs,
and were used only for trailing humans. In this case
they were failures and their use was soon abandoned.
But of greater interest than Fitzpatrick is the
next conspicuous character, Jacob Houseman, “less
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illustrious than Fitzpatrick, but notorious in his own
right . . . . ” When Dade county was established
he was in possession of Indian Key, claiming to be
owner “by virtue of the purchase of squatter rights
... and had developed a thriving business of its
k i n d . " This was wrecking which was described in
the last issue of this Quarterly. But Houseman and
his colorful career can await some tireless researcher
with a virile pen, to whom Mr. Hudson gives this
gem, quoted from the proceedings of the Legislative
Council February 17, 1840:
The Committee on the State of the Territory, to whom was
referred the memorial of Jacob Houseman, presented the following preamble and resolution :
And whereas Jacob Houseman, of the Island of Indian
Key, has presented his memorial to this Legislative Council,
setting forth and proposing, that he will contract to catch or
kill all the Indians in South Florida and in the neighborhood
of the Everglades, for the sum of two hundred dollars for each
Indian he shall catch or kill. And whereas in the opinion of
this Legislative Council, it offers the most effective and economical and effective mode of ridding the country of these lawless
banditti, and is at the same time more calculated to effect the
objects of the Government in relation to the Indians:
Be it therefore Resolved by the Legislative Council of the
Territory of Florida, That our delegate in Congress be requested
to urge upon the President of the United States the expediency
of contracting with the said Jacob Houseman, in accordance with
the proposals offered in his said memorial.”

Next is Dr. Henry Perrine, his botanical experiments, and his murder by the Indians in the Indian
Key massacre.
In 1844 it was enacted that “the county site shall
hereafter be at Miami.”
The next prominent character is William R.
Gleason of Dade, lieutenant governor in the carpetbag regime of 1868 and representative 1871-1874,
noteworthy because of his feud with Governor Harrison Reed, the attempted impeachment of the latter, and the ousting of Gleason.
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Of much interest are the census reports of population of the county:
1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1885 1890 1895
146 159 83
85 527 333 861 3322
Mr. Hudson brings his “beginnings" down to
“the dividing line between the ancient and modern
which was marked when, the title to the James
Hagan Donation was acquired by Mrs. Julia D. Tuttle, the forerunner of Ingraham and Flagler, and
the one who, above all others, should be proclaimed
the Foamier of Miami.”
The Florida Indians of the Seventeenth Century
Also in this number of Tequesta is an account of

the seventeenth century Florida Indians from a critical study of what printed material there is on the
subject. Dr. Charles M. Andrews, Farnam Professor of American History, Emeritus, of Yale University, became interested in these Indians through
his study of Jonathan Dickinson and his contacts
with them in that century. This paper is a resume
of the results of that research, and gives a general
picture of the Indians of that day in Florida east
and south of the Apalachees. It is of much interest,
and must suffice until the archives in Seville and
elsewhere are gleaned of documentary material of
that period not yet available.
Professor Andrews classifies these Indians under
five principal heads “each of which includes a number of smaller tribes . . . more or less racially and
linguistically related. Southernmost of all were the
Tequesta, a name, variously spelled, that seems to
be associated with a cacique, a village, and a group
of tribes. The Tequesta were a savage people . . .
extending from the Keys to the northern limits of
old Dade county . . . from Lake Okeechobee to Hillsborough Inlet.
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‘“Among the Tequesta tribes were the Viscaynos,
from whom the name Biscayne is supposed to be
derived. Powerful in the seventeenth century these
tribes rapidly dwindled in numbers under the attacks of the Lower Creeks . . . and they were eventually absorbed . . . into the lower Creek group, all
taking the name of Seminoles.”
“West and southwest of the Tequesta, from the
southernmost point of Florida to the vicinity of
Tampa Bay were the Caloosa tribes, so called from
their sixteenth century cacique, Carlos, who supposedly took his name from that of the emperor
Charles V, King of Spain. . . . Carlos ruled over
many lesser caciques and levied tribute from them.
He was hostile to the Tequesta, who seem to have
been friendly to, the Spaniards. . . . As with other
Florida tribes the Caloosa soon ceased to exist as
a separate people. In the eighteenth century they
were gradually driven south to the more remote
Keys and so reduced in numbers and importance
that by 1835 there was but a remnant left, and this
remnant was merged with the Seminoles. . . . Of
the language of the Caloosa nothing has survived
beyond the names of some of their villages, though
the name Caloosa is to be found in Caloosahatchie.
There are no certain remains of their occupancy,
except perhaps a few true kitchen middins resulting
from the gradual accumulation of refuse through
many years of possession.
“North of the Tequesta were the Jobeses and two
other tribes, to all of which has been given the name
Jeaga. North of these were Ais, to whom some
writers have thought the Jeaga belonged, just as
others have classed the Jobeses as the northernmost
of the Tequesta tribes. The Ais controlled the territory from St. Lucie Inlet to the waters back of
Cape Canaveral. . . . Life was centered in the lands
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back from the beaches, where were the Indian villages and where the Indians found in the sea and
the inflowing rivers the scene of their chief activity.
They possessed sea-going canoes . . . [some] capable
of holding thirty men.
“North of the Ais were the Timucuas extending
from Cape Canaveral to St. Augustine and beyond
to the St. Marys River. . . [Then] the Guale, a small
group on the islands and part of the mainland of
southeastern Georgia."
There is a brief description of each tribe so far
as known now, with something of their mode of life,
which, at least for those towards the south was
largely the same. He describes some tribes as much
more warlike than others in accordance with the evidence which has come down to us; but this may be
largely that some were more hostile to the Spaniards
or to the Dickinson party. Where there is little
need for clothing the question of food with the Indians far outweighed all others combined. There was
little in the way of agriculture in any part of the
region, so food came direct from nature. Professor
Andrews has gathered from numerous sources the
variety of this food. Most important was fish, which
they speared, with oysters, clams, crabs, crawfish;
there was the starch of the coontie root; they ate
some plants and berries-sea-grapes, prickly pears,
coco palms, pigeon plums, the hearts and berries of
the palmetto. With these Indians animal food was
scarce.
The fact is brought out and explained at length
that the Indians of this period in Florida were intensely hostile to the English while largely living
at peace with the Spaniards.
But the Timucuas were different, and of them we
have a far better picture in the stories of Ribaut and
Hawkins and the drawings of Jacques le Moyne,

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol22/iss3/6

6

Society: Tequesta, the Journal of the Historical Association of Southern F

TEQUESTA

149

though these were of the previous century. They
hunted the deer and other animals, cultivated maize,
pumpkins and other vegetables, and raised fowls.
“Pioneer Women of Dade County” is excellent
local history. It is naturally about much more than
the women, and is a picture of conditions. It might
be said that pioneer life in a region does not begin
until the women come, so this is pioneer history.
Mrs. William L. Freeland has added footnotes to
the article, which was written in 1909 ; and also a
biographical sketch of the author, Mrs. Mary Barr
Monroe. The notes identify and add to what is said
of the principal characters, and give more information on several facts and conditions mentioned
in the narrative.
The Administrative System in the Floridas,
1783-1821

In the last issue of Tequesta Dr. Duvon Clough
Corbitt, who is a professor of history in Candler
College, Havana, Cuba, contributed the first part of
“The Administrative System in the Floridas, 17831821.” Here is the second and final part.
Professor Corbitt, with the advantage, of his location and his interest and experience, has carried on
extensive research into the early records preserved
in Havana. The greater part of these archives relating to Florida were carried to Spain long ago,
but much Florida material still remains, and there
is a large amount of great historical value to us.
Professor Corbitt has contributed several articles
to our Quarterly on both East and West Florida
with these archives as the source, supplemented by
printed material where pertinent to an understanding of the documentary matter he has unearthed.
He has contributed also to other Southern historical
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periodicals; for example, a series of letters of William Panton, the originals and copies of which were
sent to the archives from Spanish Pensacola; this
series appeared in the Georgia Historical Quarterly.
The set-up and details of the administrative system is relieved here and there by bits of related
history. This is particularly true in the section
“Agencies for Handling Indian Affairs,” for everyone is interested in the Indians who lived once in his
own region. Here Professor Corbitt stresses the
difference between the aborigines in the Spanish
colonies to the south who were in various degrees of
servitude, and the Indians of Florida who were, in
comparison, a proud and warlike race who must be
appeased by annual presents of high money value,
the necessity for which is evident from the continued
emptiness of the colonial treasury. He also considers it “a remarkable fact that Spain was able to
scrap her age-old Indian policy and win considerable
success in the battle [with the Americans and the
English] for the friendship of the savages.”
A satisfactory trade was necessary to hold this
friendship, but “Spanish goods would not satisfy
the Indians, nor could Spain furnish a market for
the peltries that were the savages’only marketable
product.” These were the conditions which served
to establish Panton, Leslie and Company in Pensacola ; and thereafter, until beyond the turn of the
century, William Panton dominated the Indian trade
of the South west of Georgia. His influence, aided
by his relations with Alexander McGillivray, was
political as well as economic. “Until the Treaty of
San Lorenzo in 1795,” says Professor Corbitt “he
chose to use this influence to further Spanish expansion. Disillusioned by Spain’s action in ceding
her claims to most of the Indian country, Panton
thereafter entered into more friendly relations with
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the Americans against whom he had formerly tried
to turn the red men ; nevertheless Spain was unable
to dispense with the company’s services in supplying
the Indians, although she had long entertained the
hope of finding a Spaniard who could handle the
trade. Panton and his successor, Forbes and Company, kept the monopoly until 1817.”
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